Magazine

FOKUS women

Inheritance

To continue to
weave harmonious
and fulfilling nations
Page 16

Number 6 | Second semester 2024

N

Interview

Women and girls in Guatemala

are an inspiration for women
in other latitudes
Page 30

olombld and Guatemala

Chronicle
Cartographies

for Re-existence:

a territorial perspective
Page 42



CONTENT

FORUM FOR WOMEN AND
DEVELOPMENT Colombia and Guatemala: between hope and reality ..., 4
The secular state in Guatemala: guaranteeing human rights........ccocoevivvivrieniennn. 6
Responsible editor
FOKUS - Forum for Between hope and ChalleNges ... 8
‘ : Comprehensive sexuality education: progress or stagnation?...........ccceeeevverieennne. 10
okuskvinner.no
. . o Voluntary termination of pregnancy:
The articles in FOKUS between reproductive and collective MgNtS ... 12
Women are a responsibility
of their authors. Indigenous women’s participation and challenges
. in territorial planning @Nd PEACE ..ot 14
Magazine nr: 6
To continue to weave harmonious and fulfilling NAtions .........cccceeevivivinisircn 16
Violence against women as a challenge in Guatemala .......c.coocovveevieeiiieniciienns 18
In search of transformation from decision-making SPaces........c.ccocoevvveurinrniirinnnns 20
anchez Jimenez The new democratic springtime in Guatemala with constantly
Proofreaders increasing obstacles and challenges for indigenous women and youth............. 22
Maria Josc Diaz Granados M. Afro youth: an anti-racist bet that transforms ... 24
Spanish version.
Caroline ed. 2024 N PICIUIES ..o 26
English ve .
Women and girls in Guatemala are an inspiration
Photos for women in Other [atitUAES.........co.iveiriieee e ic{o}
Partner organizatior )
FOKUS in Latin America Mochilon weaving as a proposal for intercultural Peace........ccccovevvvevieviceeiceeinns 34
Acknowledgments “Conspiring for peace”: feminist proposals against Violence.........cccovovveerieerrannn. 36
To the Norwegian ambassacd . A T
to Mexico apd Central Americs Jadacx Piyan for good living and peacebuilding.......ccccvveeireiiieiieeeeceseeeeas 38
Mrs. Ragnhild Ir nd, for Women's Victory in Territorial Development PIans ... 40
the interview in nagazine.
Cartographies for Re-existence: a territorial perspective .........cccoveevveericirierennnn. 42
Challenges and progress ON GENAET ..o 44
Women continue to sustain peace in BOGOta.......cocoveieieieiriieiieeeieeeeeieeeeies 46
The Polyphonic Ursula Schools: a women’s path to peace.......c.ccoevvveveeriinceneenee. 48
Beijing and beyond — a truly global women’s movement.........cccooeovvevrieinieinnnnnn. 50

FOKUS WORK LINES

FollowUs @O X _E3

www.fokuskvinnerno/colombia/ #SemanaFOKUS  #FokusApoya

FORUM FOR WOMEN AND FORUM FOR WOMEN AND
FORUM FOR WOMEN AND DEVELOPMENT
R DEVELOPMENT

FOKUS women FOKUS women FOKUS women FOKUS women FOKUS women
e [ B : 5] 1wy



https://www.fokuskvinner.no/colombia/
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23SemanaFokus&src=typed_query
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23FokusApoya%20&src=typed_query
https://issuu.com/fokuscomunicaciones2/docs/revista_fokus_2_ingles
https://issuu.com/fokuscomunicaciones2/docs/revista_fokus_3_ingles_final
https://issuu.com/fokuscomunicaciones2/docs/revista_fokus_2_ingles

EDITORIAL

n this 6th issue, FOKUS Women's magazine continues to share
the reflections of the 18 partners of the programmes in Colombia
and Guatemala with its readers. The partner organizations present
analyses of the political contexts that open doors to advance the
agendas of women in their diversity. Their articles also point out
the significant barriers that persist when it comes to ensuring that women,
young women and girls enjoy lives free of violence, fully exercise their sexual and
reproductive rights, and can live in countries with consolidated peace processes.

The analyses of the partners, as well as the reflections of FOKUS in Norway
and Colombia, allow us to have greater clarity on the challenges that persist.
Women's and feminist movements and development cooperation must pay
attention to these in order to advance agendas that assertively incorporate
the demands and proposals of women in the global South.

Colombia and Guatemala require broad support from the international
community in order to strengthen democracy and emphasise public policies
that allow for advances in human rights that lead to full citizenship.

In this issue we interview the Norwegian ambassador to Mexico and Central
America. She shares her reflections on the political situation in Guatemala and
on the need to advance the full enjoyment of women's rights, with a special
emphasis on indigenous women.

We would like to thank all the organisations that have written parts of their
reflections and we invite you to read, analyse and debate what has been
published here. @

{ Editorial }
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The structural changes required in Colombia and Guatemala
are long-term. Concrete progress is needed in both countries
to lay the foundations for ongoing transformations.

he Petro/Marquez gov-

ernment in Colombia

and the Arévalo/Herre-

ra government in Guate-

mala were elected due to

great social discontent.
They were also elected due to the hope
of achieving changes and transforma-
tions for those who have had fewer op-
portunities in both countries. Those are
the people who have been excluded from
social policies and, therefore, have not
been able to fully exercise their political,
social, cultural, environmental, gender
and other rights. Two long vears into
the government of the Historical Pact, in
the case of Colombia, and seven months
into the government of the Seed Move-
ment, social movements and the wom-
en’s movement in general still agree
that in both countries there are many
aspects to advance real change. How-
ever, this is with a timeframe that is
too short, since in both cases the pres-
idential terms are four years.

The time that has passed has allowed us to
see the differences between one govern-

ment proposal and the other more clearly,
when they in principle could have been
considered similar. The Petro/Marquez
government is a left-wing government
that proposes that progress must be
made towards democratic capitalism, in
order to then make more profound trans-
formations. These transformations imply
directly confronting the great economic
and political powers that have held power
for decades. The Arévalo/Herrera gov-
ernment, on the other hand, is a social
democratic government that does not
necessarily confront the economic and

The consolidation of
democracy involves
understanding that

governments that have an
agenda based on social
and human rights policies,
require the economic and
political backing of the
international community.
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political powers. It rather attempts di-
alogue with some of them, despite the
discontent of the social movement and
the indigenous movement in particular.
These movements do not see this as a
sign of progress, but rather as a nego-
tiation of key aspects that should not
be negotiated if structural transforma-
tions are required.

With long-standing social
movements in both countries,
it is clear that one hundred
percent of the expectations
are not left in the hands of
the governments in power.
There are many actions that
are maintained despite the
fact that the governments
in power are more open to
dialogue. Thus, actions of re-
sistance are maintained, but
also actions of construction
from the collective and com-
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munity levels to advance the transfor-
mations that the movements identify
as priorities. The agenda of the social
movement, and of the women’s move-
ment in particular, is not subsumed by
the governmental agenda. There are un-
doubtedly more favourable spaces for
dialogue and interlocution, but this is
not generalised. There are still officials
in state institutions who are reluctant
to change and who place explicit or im-
plicit limitations on change.

The international community has an im-
portant role to play in both countries.
The consolidation of democracy re-
quires understanding that governments
that have an agenda based on social and
human rights policies require economic
resources and political backing for their
development and implementation. In
addition, they must consider that main-
taining support and consolidating the
strengthening of civil society is not only
key to advancing rights demands, but
also to strengthening democratic chan-
nels and participation.

In both Guatemala and Colombia, the
governments have the 2030 Agenda
of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) as a reference point. However,
for this to become a reality it is imper-
ative to recognise the inequalities at
the global level and those existing in
these contexts due to racism, exclusion,
misogyny and classism, among others.

From the perspective of indigenous and
Afro-descendant peoples, whose rela-
tional philosophies involve the human
and the non-human, the processes of
social transformation must not be frag-
mented. Broad and collective visions
are required that allow for the integra-
tion of multiple reflections in order to
advance towards the common good.

This ancestral knowledge must open
up possibilities to consider that the

From the perspective

of indigenous and Afro-
descendant peoples, whose

relational philosophies

involve the human and the
non-human, the processes
of social transformation
must not be fragmented.
Broad and collective visions
are required that allow for
the integration of multiple

reflections to advance

towards the common good.

struggles and demands of indigenous,
Afro, peasant, urban and LGBT women
must be increasingly articulated not
only among themselves, but also with
other sectors. This is in order to take

{ Under a Magnifying Glass }
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Meeting of the
Colombian Regional

Office in Guatemala

advantage of political junc-
tures with governments that
should be favourable to the
demands of social sectors.

The demand to end vio-
lence against women, young
women and girls, to advance
in the realisation of sexual
and reproductive rights
and to take concrete steps
towards the achievement of
agreements that allow peace
to materialise in the territo-
ries, is part of the agendas
that international cooper-
ation must support. This is
with the understanding that
the transformations that
are required are structural
in nature, involving in-depth debates
on the economic model, militarisation
and the impact of climate change, as
elements that put the life of humanity
in general at risk.

ot
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THE SECULAR STATE

IN GUATEMALA:
UARANTEEING

HUMAN RIGHTS

Enforcing the secular state in Guatemala is essential
to protect human rights and ensure equality and
justice. Despite pressure from conservative groups,
this struggle is crucial to guarantee sexual and
reproductive health and rights for women and the
LGTBIQ+ population.
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RIGHTS

(o))


https://www.facebook.com/GrupoMultiGt

n Guatemala, guaran-
teeing the secular state
is essential to protect
human rights and guar
antee the equality of all
citizens. The Political
Constitution of the Republic of Gua-
temala establishes, in Article 36, that
the State guarantees freedom of reli-
gion and worship. In addition, Article
73 guarantees freedom of education
and Article 74 prohibits the obligation
to receive religious instruction in state
educational establishments. These ar
ticles provide a legal framework for the
religious neutrality of the state , which
ensures that no religious belief is fa-
voured or discriminated against.

CHALLENGES

AND OBSTACLES

Despite these principles, Guatemala
faces significant challenges in main-
taining a truly secular state. The influ-
ence of conservative and anti-rights
groups in politics and education is
notable. These groups have lobbied
against laws promoting comprehen-
sive sex education and contraceptive
use. This power is reflected in the op-
position to the Youth Law, where they

successfully lobbied for the revision of

key articles on sex education and sex-
ual and reproductive health.

In addition, the Guatemalan constitu-
tion includes guarantees for religious
institutions, such as tax exemptions and
the state’s contribution to their upkeep.
However, religious instruction in public
schools and religious events in Congress
are examples of the influence of religion
in the country’s political sphere.

IMPORTANCE OF

THE SECULAR STATE

A secular state in Guatemala is a
guarantor of religious freedom for all

people and ensures democracy and
inclusion of all citizens, especially the
most vulnerable sectors such as those
representing ethnic and sexual diver
sity. A secular state ensures that pub-
lic policies are based on principles of
equality, justice and evidence, not on
faith and dogma, in order to make
substantive progress in areas such as
sexual and reproductive health and
comprehensive education. It is also
crucial for the prevention of pregnan-
cy and forced marriages among girls
and adolescents.

A secular state ensures
that public policies are
based on equality, justice,
and evidence, protecting
the rights of all people.

For children and youth, a secular state
allows for an education free of reli
gious dogmas, focused on scientific
knowledge and respect for human
rights, which is essential to form crit-
ical citizens who are aware of their
rights and responsibilities. Compre-
hensive sexuality education, for exam-
ple, is a key tool for preventing sexual
violence and promoting informed and
responsible sexuality.

In a secular state, public policies can
focus on gender equality and sexual
and reproductive rights without the
interference of religious dogmas that
often limit their rights and freedoms.
In a secular context, women can access
sexual and reproductive health services
and make informed decisions about
their bodies and their lives.

LGTBIQ+ people find in a secular
state a guarantee that their rights

{ Activism }

will be respected and protected with-
out discrimination based on religious
prejudice. Equality before the law is
a fundamental principle that allows
for the fight against homophobia and
transphobia, promoting a more inclu-
sive society that respects diversity.

THE MULTIDISCIPLINARY
GROUP AND ITS IMPACT
In this context, the Multidisciplinary
Group stands out as a political plat-
form made up of civil society orga-
nizations and individuals working to
promote sexual and repro
ductive rights in Guatemala.
This group focuses on ad-
vocacy and the generation
of information through the
Mirador, a tool that moni-
tors and evaluates the state
of sexual and reproductive
rights in the country.

The actions of the Multidisciplinary
Group are crucial to advance the im

plementation of public policies that
respect the secular state and protect
human rights. The advocacy carried
out by this group seeks to influence
legislation and governmental de-
cision-making, ensuring that the
principles of equality and justice are
respected in all areas of public and
private life.

The secular state in Guatemala is a
fundamental guarantee for the protec-
tion of human rights. Despite present
challenges and obstacles, it is crucial
to maintain and strengthen a secular
state to ensure equality and respect for
diversity, especially for the most vul-
nerable sectors of society. The work of
organisations such as the Multidisci-
plinary Group is fundamental to move
in this direction and build a fairer and
more inclusive country. &
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CHALLENGES

Colombia is at a crucial moment in its history, marked
by great possibilities, but also by important challenges.
This article takes a look at the exercise of sexual and
reproductive autonomy in the department of Choco.
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t the national level, Co-
lombia has made prog-
ress in promoting sexual
and reproductive rights
compared to other coun-
tries in the region. The
implementation of the Final Peace
Agreement has opened spaces to dis-
cuss gender and sexual rights issues in
peripheral and conflict-affected regions.
However, the regional disparity is nota-
ble. In Choco, the indicators of health
and well-being are considerably lower
than the national average, reflecting a
history of neglect and marginalisation.

ACCESS TO SEXUAL

AND REPRODUCTIVE
HEALTH IN CHOCO

The department of Chocd presents
serious difficulties in terms of access
to sexual and reproductive health, as

well as high levels of gender-based
violence. This is reflected in alarm-
ing indicators such as, for example,
that the maternal mortality ratio in
Chocois 83.4. This figure is double of
that of the national level, according
to data from the National Institute of
Health in 2023. Vulnerability is high
among adolescents, who represent
449% of the victims of sexual violence,
and 9.3% of girls and adolescents be-
tween the ages o[ 10 and 19 have had
at least one child.

These indicators reflect the complex-
ity of addressing the intersectionality
presented by the population of Chocd,
where sexual and reproductive health
must be addressed not only from the
perspective of access to health, but also
from a rights-based and intercultural
approach that requires consideration of

Improving access to sexual
and reproductive health is
urgently needed to ensure
the well-being of women and

girls in the region.

factors such as poverty, the geograph-
ical dispersion of the population, the
lack of health infrastructure and the
shortage of qualified medical person-
nel. Women in Choco,
especially young women
and those living in rural
areas, face significant
barriers in accessing
sexual and reproductive
health services, such as
contraception, safe child-
birth and prenatal care.
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In Bahia Solano, where the MADERA
(Mujeres Aliadas por sus Derechos
Reproductivos y Autonomia) project
takes place, conditions are even more
precarious. The lack of infrastructure
and trained human resources limits
access to essential services. Local or-
ganisations such as FOKUS, Oriéntame
and others present in the territory play
a crucial role in filling these gaps, but
need more support and resources to
expand their impact.

It is essential that the Colombian gov-
ernment takes urgent action to ad-
dress inequalities in the exercise of
rights and improve access to sexual
and reproductive health in Choco. This
includes investing in health infrastruc-
ture, training more medical personnel,
and ensuring that women have access
to modern contraceptive methods and
quality maternal health services.

The road to the full realisation of sexu-
al and reproductive rights and gender
equality in Colombia, particularly in
Bahia Solano (Choco), is long and full
of challenges. However, the continued
efforts of women’s organisations, the
LGBTIQ+ population and other mar-
ginalised communities are crucial to
advancing this agenda. Collaboration
between the state, civil society and the
international community is essential
to overcome obstacles and ensure that
all Colombians can enjoy these funda-
mental rights.

The project has identified how commu-
nity leadership, with the participation
of women leaders, young people and
midwives, can generate a certain inte-
grating force in the response to preven-
tion and access to services. However, it
isimperative that institutional commit-
ment and health personnel are involved
so that education, information and
communication strategies have an ef-
fect on the provision of services. This is

especially important for those focused
on the prevention of maternal mortal-
ity: comprehensive sexual education,
information on rights, contraception,
and legal and quality abortion care.

The paths to health

access are most effective

when they include

ancestral knowledge and
community leadership.

Oriéntame is working to improve access
to sexual and reproductive rights, and
has established training programmes
for health professionals in Bahia Solano
toimprove local capacity to provide qual-
ity services. This group of professionals
includes traditional midwives from
both indigenous and Afro-descendant
communities, who with their ancestral
wisdom have traditionally been the an-
swer for the maternal population living
in very dispersed areas, and whose work
becomes a fundamental pillar in caring
for women’s reproductive health.

In addition, awareness-raising cam-
paigns are carried out in the communi-

v
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ty to promote sexual and reproductive
health, and to reduce the stigma asso-
ciated with sexuality and rights. The
vision of adult and young women in
the territory has an impressive edu-
cational power in advocacy
for socio-cultural transfor-
mation, which includes men
and women working together
to deconstruct the discourses
and practices that naturalise
gender-based violence and
stigma towards people who
try to bring about change in
the exercise of sexual and re-
productive rights.

In conclusion, Colombia is at a cru-
cial moment in its history, with great
possibilities, but also with important
challenges. It is necessary to advance
in the implementation of narratives,
language and rights adopted in the
Montevideo Consensus tool to re-
duce social inequality, guarantee the
rights of historically marginalised
groups and create opportunities for
all Colombians. In the specific case of
Choco, it is urgent to improve access
to sexual and reproductive health to
guarantee the wellbeing of women
and girls in the region. @




COMPR

-H
SEXUALITY

-NSIVE

-DUCATION:

PROGRESS OR
STAGNATION?

Although comprehensive sexuality education (CSE) is an ongoing commitment made by the
Guatemalan state, there are no guarantees for its implementation. Girls and boys without

sexuality education are more vulnerable to adolescent pregnancy.
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omprehensive sexu-

ality education (CSE)

continues to be a taboo

subject in Guatemala.

Despite the broad legal

framework, there are
still opposition groups that represent
an obstacle to the implementation of
CSE in our country, arguing that “it is
a fashionable topic” or something “they
want to impose”.

However, CSE is not a new or recent
issue in Guatemala. We have to go
back to 2008, when in the framework
of the XVII International AIDS Con-
ference, the Ministers of Health and
Education of Latin America signed
the Ministerial Declaration “Prevent
through Education” On that occa-

10

sion, they committed to include HIA
in school curricula in the region. The
State of Guatemala ratified this dec-
laration in 2010, 2016 and 2021.

To argue that CSE is a “fashionable”
topic is a fallacy. As such, CSE should
be understood as a curriculum-based
teaching and learning process that
addresses the cognitive, psychologi-
cal, physical and social aspects of sex-
uality. Furthermore, its purpose is to
equip children and young people with
knowledge based on skills, attitudes

Comprehensive
sexuality education
does not seek, nor is it

intended, to encourage

early sexual debut.

and values that will empower them to
enjoy health, well-being and dignity; to
engage in social and sexual relation-
ships based on respect; to analyse how
their decisions affect their own and

others’ well-being; and to understand
how to protect and care for their rights
throughout their lives.

It is prudent to emphasize that com
prehensive sexuality education goes
far beyond sexual relations. It seeks
to prepare children and adolescents
to know and value their bodies and
to build affectionate and respectful
relationships with themselves and
with others, as well as to equip them
with the skills to be more autono-
mous, to be assertive and to make

good decisions. All this taking

into account the age and stage

of development of each student.

In the same vein, Unesco warns
that several curricula omit top-
ics related to sexuality due to so-
cio-cultural factors that prevent
them from being addressed. A
clear example is the menstrual
cycle, which is considered nega-
tive in some places, forcing female stu-
dents to stay away from their families
and miss school, which makes them feel
more uncomfortable. In addition, issues
related to sexual relations, scientific in-
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formation on pregnancy prevention, re
sponsible sexual health of young people
with disabilities, among other related
topics, are ignored.

But why is SIA needed in our country?

Guatemala continues to be one of the
countries with the highest rates of
teenage pregnancies. 18% of births in
the country are to adolescents, as are
sult of social exclusion, poverty, early
and forced unions, which truncate
the life plans of girls and adolescents.
They are also a result of sexual violence,
the absence of accessible and friendly
health services, which are structural
conditions that enable, finally, the vi-
olation of the rights of girls, boys, ado-
lescents and young people.

Adolescent motherhood has been
identified as a constraint to achiev
ing adequate levels of quality of life
and well-being, and its causes and
consequences have been widely stud-
ied. Depression and frustration are
problems that are triggered in ado-
lescents by premature and unwanted
pregnancy, and constitute a trauma
that leaves significant psychosocial
sequelae. Sexual violence and preg-
nancy generate fear, sadness, anger,

Not talking about these
issues only contributes

to stigma, shame and

ignorance about sexuality.

guilt, recurrent thoughts about the
situation, restlessness, fear and
shame, and can lead to suicide.

Year after year, early pregnancies con-
tinue to increase and, although there
are commitments made by different
government institutions, the reality
is different. Guatemala developed the
National Plan for the Prevention of
Adolescent Pregnancy (Planea) 2018-
2022, but when prevention fails, preg-
nant adolescents and mothers must
face parenting and all that it entails
on their own.

Guatemala has the Vida Program, run
by the Ministry of Social Development,
a government initiative to provide eco-
nomic assistance through conditional
cash transfers to pregnant girls and
adolescents or mothers under the age
of 14 who are victims of sexual violence.
However, this program is only for cases
that have been heard in the courts and
covers a very low percentage, less than

10% of the number of prema-
ture pregnancies.

Despite the challenges that
SIA represents, it is not all
bad. The latent need for
access to secular, truthful
and scientific information makes
different educational institutions
(formal and non-formal) provide
learning spaces hand in hand with
civil society and youth organizations.
Peer-to-peer (youth-to-youth) work
in sexuality education has proven to
be a feasible tool for the prevention of
teenage pregnancies and should be an
institutionalized strategy.

Ensuring the right to CSE requires
inter-institutional, intergenerational
and intersectoral work. Government
institutions, civil society, education
and health authorities, youth organi-
zations and groups must work togeth-
er to create strategies that enable
gender-sensitive and culturally rel-
evant sexuality education.

Comprehensive sexuality education
is, and will continue to be, an effective
and fundamental strategy for the pre-
vention of early pregnancies and the
country’s development. &

11



TERMINATION
5F PREGNANCY:

TW

D)

COLI

ROD
—CTIV

CTIV

\_/

- AND

RIGHTS

Indigenous girls and women face more inequality and discrimination in access to voluntary
termination of pregnancy (VTP) as a reproductive right.
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he Causa Justa ruling
(C-055 of 2022), which
decriminalized abortion
up to 24 weeks gesta-
tion, is a milestone for
sexual and reproductive
rights in Colombia, as well as a legal
and political victory that put the coun-
try at the forefront with the most pro-
tective framework in the region.

This ruling has been a victory for
women’s organizations in all their di-
versity who, under the banner of the
Causa Justa Movement, work locally
and nationally for the implementa-
tion of the ruling, its protection and
legal defense, as well as for the social
decriminalization of the right to de-
cide on the voluntary termination of
pregnancy (IVE).


https://causajustaporelaborto.org/
https://despenalizaciondelaborto.org.co/

The existing normative development
on women’s right to health, including
Resolution 051 0f 2023 of the Ministry
of Health, and the coming to power of
a progressive and pro-feminist gov-
ernment suggest a political context
conducive to the advancement of sex-
ual and reproductive rights, as well
as access to free and safe abortion.
However, for all women to have ac-
cess to this health service, with all
the established quality standards,
numerous barriers remain, especially
for groups that have historically seen
their enjoyment of their rights more
limited, such as indigenous women.
Inequality of access represents one
of the main challenges to the effective
implementation of the judgment.

It is important to mention that indig-
enous women are the main victims
of maternal mortality, the causes
of which include unsafe abortions.
Their access to sexual and reproduc
tive health services is associated with
differential barriers derived from geo-
graphical, economic, social and cultur-
al factors, so that the criminalization
or non-provision of abortion services
adds to a series of discriminations that
affect their right to health and equali-
ty, among others.

In this regard, judgments T-430 of
2022 and T-158 of 2023, which dealt
with the cases of an indigenous girl and
woman who were denied an abortion
by their indigenous health service pro-
vider (EPS-1), were problematic in that
they concluded that the request for an
abortion could be rejected by the ethnic
authorities, based on the legal autono-
my enjoyed by these peoples.

These rulings created confusion about
the scope of the right to abortion in
Colombia, and a scenario of regressiv-

ity and misinformation for both those
seeking access to safe abortion and
the entities that must guarantee it. On
one hand, they raised an alleged ten-
sion between the autonomy of ethnic
communities and that of women and,
on the other, a false normative vacu-
um, ignoring what the Constitutional
Court had stated in the Causa Justa
ruling, as well as in Ruling C-355 of
2006, which established the State’s
duty to guarantee access to abortion
as areproductive health service, and in
SU-096 of 2018, which declared abor-
tion to be a fundamental right.

Causa Justa therefore asked the
Court to analyze these rulings and
succeeded in having them over-

For indigenous women
there is a double protection,
as the recognition of their
individual rights does not
contradict the rights of
their communities, but
rather a double standard of

protection.

turned by the High Court. However,
it is hoped that the Court will issue
a new ruling clarifying that, instead
of a contradiction, there is a double
protection for indigenous women, as
the recognition of their individual
rights does not contradict the rights
of their communities, but rather a
double standard of protection.

We hope that this new ruling recog-
nizes that indigenous women should
not be subject to additional require-

¥¥2
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ments based on their ethnicity. Indig-
enous communities must harmonize
the right to diversity with respect-
ing and guaranteeing the reproduc-
tive rights of women, trans men and
non-binary people.

Furthermore, the right to abortion is
based on the recognition of freedom
of conscience, and is thus a very
personal, individual and non-trans-
ferable decision. Neither the indige-
nous authorities nor the health care
providers can weigh the reasons for
access to this procedure. It must be
the woman who, according to her re-
ligious, moral, ethical and spiritual
convictions, decides whether or not
to continue with a pregnancy.

Delving into access to abor-
tion for indigenous women
in Colombia is not only an
opportunity to evaluate
how to advance in guaran-
teeing it as a reproductive
right and part of the funda-
mental right to health, but
also to address it in an in
tersectional way, consider
ing the structural violence
that they experience and
the recognition of the bar-
riers to access to abortion
as gender-based violence,
marked by prejudices and taboos on
women’s freedom.

In order to achieve structural trans-
formations associated with cultural
change, such as the recognition of re-
productive autonomy, it is necessary
that no woman is left behind in the
exercise and enjoyment of her rights.
Therefore, it is necessary to insist on
the effective implementation of the
Causa Justa ruling, without discrimi-
nation and without barriers. &


https://www.minsalud.gov.co/Normatividad_Nuevo/Resoluci%C3%B3n No. 051 de 2023.pdf
https://www.minsalud.gov.co/Normatividad_Nuevo/Resoluci%C3%B3n No. 051 de 2023.pdf

Workshop sowing
seeds of protection in
the territory and in the
body. Quibdo, Choco.

INDIGENOUS WOMEN’S

PARTICIPATION AND
CHALLENGES IN TERRITORIAL
PLANNING AND PEACE

Akubadaura empowers indigenous Tucano women in
Guaviare and Embera women in Choco (Colombia),
promoting their participation in territorial planning and
the implementation of the Peace Agreement, as well as

addressing historical barriers.

n the territories of Guav-
iare and Choco in Colom-
bia, indigenous Tucano
and Embera women face
amonumental challenge:
to make themselves heard in a world that
hasignored them for centuries. Through
the project “Capacity building for indige-
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nous women and girls”, the Corporacion
Comunidad de Juristas Akubadaura
aims to break the silence. This project
is not only a fight against gender-based
violence, but also a battle for inclusion
in decision-making spaces. The partici-
pation of these women in more open and
democratic processes is not a mere ad-
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ministrative act, it is a cry of resistance,
re-existence, an affirmation of identi-
ty and a step towards justice in a land
marked by conflict.

akubadaural

comonidad de juritiew

GUAVIARE
In San José del Guaviare, indige-
nous women attend meetings, but


https://akubadaura.org/es/

few participate with a voice and vote.
Only a few, with more experience
in institutional relations, manage to ex-
press their proposals in spaces where
male proposals predominate. In these
places, the issue of indigenous women
isrelegated or led by men, and is there-
fore invisible among other institution-
al priorities. To address this situation,
the Territorial Development Plan (PDT)
2024-2027 mentions the articulation
with the National Development Plan
(PND) 2022-2026, whose objective is
to guarantee the rights of all popula-
tion groups.

In addition, the project for the cul-
tural safeguarding of Niikak and
Jiw indigenous women is included
within the framework of the NDP’s
human security and social justice.
Likewise, the programme “Guaviare
advances in the strengthening and
equity of indigenous peoples”, which
is transversal throughout the Depart-
mental Development Plan, focuses on
promoting autonomy in decision-mak
ing and guaranteeing the integral
participation of indigenous peoples
in accordance with their cultures.
Despite this differential approach,
which can be a positive factor in
achieving true equity and recogni-
tion of indigenous peoples, women
are neither visible nor included in
the priorities of these programmes.
Thus, in the midst of generality, the
intersectionality and particularity of
certain population groups are lost.

While the Departmental Development
Plan assumes that integral peace with
a territorial approach is essential to
address the causes of the conflict in
the department of Guaviare, society in
general is aware that building true peace
requires active community participation,
social inclusion, responsible land
tenure, environmental preservation and
recognition of ethnic peoples.

At Akubadaura, we believe that it is
necessary to differentiate between the
strengthening of indigenous peoples
in general and the equal participation
of indigenous women, as well as the
strengthening of their own govern-
ments with actions that promote their
active inclusion.

CHOCO

In Choco, indigenous women in the De-
partmental Programme have achieved
a more active participation in the con-
struction of the PDT. Their leadership
capacity has allowed them to raise their
demands, requests and specify actions
aimed at them. However, discrimina
tion and the lack of adequate intersec-
tional analysis continue to be obstacles
to overcome. The Plan includes several
differential approaches, but the focus
on population groups does not always
recognize the specific differences of
indigenous women.

Indigenous women live
in territories affected by
landmines and invisible

borders, which limits

their relationship with the
territory and affects their

well-being.

Analysis of the participation of the
Departmental Indigenous Women’s
Programme of Choco reveals a great

er capacity for leadership and training
compared to other territories. Most of
the scenarios are concentrated in Quib-
do, the capital, and decisions at the
departmental level directly influence
the municipality of Unguia. Although
indigenous women urged the depart-
mental administration to include
strategies and projects differentiated
by ethnicity and gender that would

¥¥D
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distinguish them from the black and
Afro-descendant population, this was
not taken into account in the Depart

mental Development Plan 2024-2027.

CHALLENGES TO THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE PEACE AGREEMENT
The 2016 Peace Agreement, signed with
the former FARC-EP, seeks to end de-
cades of armed conflict and focus efforts
on building a stable and lasting peace.
Citizen participation is fundamental,
with more than 107 processes described
by the civil service. However, implemen-
tation of these processes has been limit
ed, and indigenous communities are still
unaware of many of them. The effective
participation of indigenous women re-
mains a challenge.

For the communities accompanied
by Akubadaura, peace is not only the
absence of conflict, but also the pres-
ence of justice, equality
and well-being. Healing
the conflict involves restor

ing the dignity and rights
of all affected people. The
word “peace” loses mean-
ing when health, education
and work are not guaran-
teed. And it is no secret
that indigenous women in
Colombia live in territories
affected by landmines and
invisible borders, which
limits their relationship with the terri

tory and affects their wellbeing.

In this way, women recognize the need
for the healing of the territory, body and
land, as an integral tool for community
wellbeing. Knowing their rights, they
identify the absence of guarantees in
their contexts. The integral healing of
the collective, revitalizing cultural and
spiritual practices, becomes a tool to
recover the social fabric and reduce
vulnerabilities to new conflicts. @



TO CONTINUE
TO WEAVE
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NATIONS

The reaction and action of the Guatemalan people to express
their non-conformity with the prevailing system of corruption and
impunity in a peaceful and forceful manner through the vote, in
the two rounds of elections held in June and August respectively,
meant that the year 2023 represented hope and changes in the

historical memory of Iximulew.

12015, a hopeful process
began to take shape in
Guatemala. As a result
of the demonstrations
to demand the resigna-
tion of the president of
that time, an emotional struggle began
without a clear plan. On the other hand,

16

in 2023, the dissatisfaction with the
excessive levels of corruption seen
in the administrations of different
governments in recent decades in
Guatemala led ancestral authorities
from different regions of the coun-
try to lead a peaceful resistance that
lasted 106 days. This movement was
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more rational, with a clear vision of
where they wanted to go and with the
significant power of the union of the
four peoples that inhabit the country.
It was a year in which the ancestral
authorities demonstrated the strength
and power of organization, as well as
the convening and wisdom they have,
through the leadership they exercised
and the support they received.

During these 106 days of resistance,
it was possible to see multiple peace-
ful forms of manifestation of popular
discontent, highlighting art through
music, dance, recreational activities,
games, etc. This showed people that
there are ways to promote changes
from these new narratives that pro-
mote solidarity, joy, tenderness, under-
standing and collective sharing, as well
as the material and economic contribu-
tion as more humane and innovative
ways to seek peace and social justice.
This also showed the need to continue
generating these spaces in which the


https://www.facebook.com/mujeresmayaskaqla

population experiences that it is pos-
sible to achieve collective wellbeing
through different ways, in which peo-
ple’s integrity is not put at risk.

The existence of a functioning and
effective ancestral and community
system was also made visible at the
national and international level. The
challenge is to avoid the co-optation of
indigenous leadership by the dominant
system and to strengthen the internal-
ization of the effectiveness of their own
system, which is not perfect, but has
elements that allow for individual, col-
lective and systemic fulfilment.

In Guatemala, youth represent one
third of the total population, and
61.9% are between 19 and 30 years
old. In the Mayan cosmovision, during
this stage one has all the energy and
all the physical, mental, spiritual and
emotional strength to go through life,
but it is also a time to accumulate
wisdom. The new generations played
a very important role in this part of
history. They believed that transfor-
mative change in Guatemalan society
was possible, and from the beginning
they were an example of determi-
nation and courage. Strengthening
youth leadership is very important to
advance towards the fullness of life,
however, it is necessary to do so from
their identities and from the appro-
priation of their life mission.

For social organizations, which in many
ways were being threatened by the
repressive nature of previous govern-
ments, this administration represents
many more possibilities to develop
their work in favor of the wellbeing
of communities, with fewer risks and
threats to their integrity.

In relation to the role of aid agencies
in the national situation, it is import-
ant to mention that the support they

As integral beings, we must
be clear that profound
changes are also achieved

through profound individual
and collective actions.

have provided to communities and so-
cial organizations can be seen in the
leadership and participation that has
now been assumed. It is essential to
continue providing this support, leav-
ing behind maternalism and assistance,
so that people can take charge of their
own transformation by taking owner-
ship of their being and doing.

We deeply admire the capacity of the
different instances, organizations
and civil society in general to react
peacefully and legally to the different
forms of violence and illegalities that
have been promoted to contravene the
decision of the people, and we invite us
to continue in the firmness of weaving
a country free of corruption, impunity
and with dignified conditions for all. As

{ Inheritance }

integral beings, we must be
clear that profound changes
are also achieved through
profound individual and
collective actions.

The proposals that we present

as Kaqla revolve around the
satisfaction of essential human needs
(EHN), as this guarantees more assertive
decision-making, the balance of the four
dimensions (mental, emotional, spiritual
and physical), happiness and fullness of
life for the population. We contact and
strengthen our inner light, so that from
there we can act to generate a life in
harmony and wellbeing for all beings
that make up the sacred territory
of Iximulew. We want to honor our
ancestors, as they lived, so that they
can see our actions in a good way and
thus live together in harmony and
collective wellbeing.

May all our actions be to continue weav-
ing a harmonious nation, with equal
justice and prosperity for all and for the
web of life!
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VIOLENCE AGAINST
WOMEN AS A CHALLENGE
IN GUATEMALA

A life free of violence for women is possible if we all get

involved in preventing it.

he Aq’ab’al Women’s As-

sociation, established in

2011 in the municipality

of Santa Cruz Barillas,

department of Huehu

etenango, works to pre
vent violence against women, girls and
adolescents. It has positioned this issue
in different spaces. However, there
have been few results in response to
the prevention of violence against this
population, which is vulnerable in their
families, schools, churches, public areas
and in the workplace.

18

Aq’ab’al proposes to work on training
processes that allow women to acquire
knowledge about human rights. At the
end of the processes these women
demonstrate the capacity and empathy
to denounce violence, because during
the processes they learn about the con-
cepts of violence and also the numbers
that increase day by day in different
spheres of life. So far in 2024, according
to the Women’s Observatory of the Pub-
lic Prosecutor’s Office, the crime of vi-
olence against women represents 68%
of all crimes against women, children
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and adolescents. For the Aq'ab’al Wom-
en’s Association, the numbers on vio-
lence against women are alarming, as
it is not only worrying that justice pro-
cesses are not advancing, but also how
this problem affects the life, integrity,
development and general experience
of women. There is a high percentage


https://www.facebook.com/ASDEMUAQ

of women who are being violated, who
are sad because they believe that their
lives have no meaning, that they are be-
littled, discriminated against, exploit-
ed, isolated and forced to be with the
aggressor thinking about the wellbeing
of their children. However, we see that
the children who grow up where there
is violence are not happy. They suffer
from malnutrition. They are prone to be
drug addicts, to be alcoholics. They are
children who are empty because they
lack the love of a father, of a mother.
The affection that is given to children
at home is and should be the product
of a good couple’s relationship.

It is clear that violence against women
is increasing every day. The fight
against violence remains only in words,
as women continue to make it known
that the male chauvinist, patriarchal
and racist system belittles them. The
political decision-makers and au-
thorities who took office on the 14"
of January 2024 are still struggling
with a system that oppresses. The jus-
tice system has regressed, the Public
Prosecutor’s Office has dedicated itself
to persecuting and criminalizing the
struggle of the people in the face of a
system that seeks to corrupt justice and
democracy. This political erosion has
repercussions in the lives of women
who denounce violence. The denuncia-
tions of violence against women, sexual
abuse of minor girls and alimony do not
advance due to alack of personnel to at-
tend to and follow up on the casesin the
courts, public prosecutors’ offices and
police substations. However, we clearly
see that the justice system mobilizes
all its personnel to carry out evictions
and other actions that oppress the lives
of the people, including the lives of
women, children and adolescents.

“Itis not that women are more important
and men are less important, it is about
changing ideologies that harm peo-

ple’sintegrity. Understand that talking
about violence against women involves
all people regardless of their age, sex,
social status, profession, religion and
skin color™.

The aftermath of the election year is
still present in the lives of women, as
many were used and it has cost them
their leadership. Male chauvinism
humiliates them, belittles them,
discriminates against them, and the

The aftermath of the

election year still lingers in
the lives of women, as many
were used and it has cost

them their leadership.

saddest thing is that it is due to some
male relative who exercises leadership.
Women are clear in their decisions and
this does not please male chauvinism
because they feel that they lose power,
in addition to the prominence of
personal interests. Women look for
spaces where they can be cared for, but
political interests have divided them.

Is there hope for improvement in
Guatemala? We see political debts to be

{Gender }

settled between them, the inequality and
division caused every four years does
not end. Plans, policies and agendas
for women are built to give a result,
but demanding that they be fulfilled
is not within the reach of the women
themselves. Raising the issue of violence
against women, girls and adolescents
from the community has been and
will continue to be a challenge for
women’s organizations.

The dream of a world
where we are all brothers
and sisters is within reach.
That day will be when we
stop thinking that girls
are born to raise children
and stay at home, that
women can exercise their
profession, that women’s
entrepreneurship is for them and to
fulfil their dreams, that their wages are
fair, that they can decide freely about
their bodies, that they are safe living at
home, that they can live together in a
healthy way in all areas of their lives, and
that at the moment of pregnancy they
receive affection, care, appreciation, love,
acceptance and, above all, responsibility.

May every child born be the product of
love, desire and decision! @

o T
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FROM DECISION-
MAKING SPACES

Women must be heard and taken into account in
public decision-making spaces in order to find balance
and equality of rights, conditions and opportunities

between women and men.
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11 women and girls
should enjoy a life free
of gender-based vio-
lence and be able to
fully develop politically,
socially, culturally and
economically in an inclusive, equitable
and non-racist society. Equally, they
should have the same conditions and
opportunities as men at all levels and
in all spheres of life as women, as en-
shrined in national and international
agreements, conventions and cove-
nants. However, today there is still a
high rate of violence against indige-
nous women and girls throughout the
world and particularly throughout the
country. There is a lot of discrimina-
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tion, racism and social exclusion that
generates unequal rights between
women and men.

The Asociacion Red de Organizaciones
de Mujeres Ixhiles and the Defensoria
de la Mujer I'’X de Nebaj-Quiché, Gua-
temala, fight every day for the promo-
tion, protection and defence of human
rights and the specific rights of in-
digenous women in the region. They

Guatemala’s current
political situation is

hopeful and needs to be
better articulated to access
opportunities for change.

carry out different processes for a life
free of violence and access to compre-
hensive justice through legal advice,
psychological care, training processes,
strengthening of strategic alliances
and awareness-raising actions with
allies and key actors to eradicate gen-

der violence, based on experience and
reflection on the general conditions of
women, based on human rights and the
gender approach.

It is worth mentioning that the after-
math of the internal armed conflict
marked the lives and bodies of women
through rape, a systematic, massive and
generalized violence. As a consequence
of the conflict in the region, many of the
women to this day suffer symptoms of
individual and collective trauma that
have repercussions on the lives of other
women and girls.

In order to demand justice, a sentence
for genocide was achieved in Guate-
mala against General
Rios Montt on the 10®
of May 2013, and a sec-
ond trial is currently un-
derway against General
Benedicto Lucas Garcia
for the crimes of geno-
cide, forced disappear-
ance and crimes against
the duties of humanity against the Ixil
people. This was achieved thanks to
the courage and struggle of Ixil women
who continue to stand up to defend the
rights of other women. Their objective
is to combat and counteract the patri-
archal practices that have made women


https://www.facebook.com/redmujeresixiles
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invisible and subordinated them to a sys-
tem structured by the state.

Ixil women have taken on the chal-
lenges to demand rights and denounce
injustices due to human rights viola-
tions and all kinds of violence against
them. They have been promoting and
persisting in the struggle, thanks to
the support of the Forum of Women
and Development FOKUS in Latin
America. Through the project “Ixil
women building their autonomy from
equality and knowledge”, they have
become involved and taken on spaces
at municipal and community level, as
representatives of women’s organiza-
tions that now have a voice and vote
within the Municipal Development
Council (Comude), as titular and sub-
stitute members. This is a space that
implies double effort and risks for
them, as we are aware that occupying
the space does not imply that there
will be an immediate transformation
and acceptance, but the great hope is
that strategies for participation will be
sought at an individual and collective

It is important to highlight
women’s needs and demands
in terms of human rights and
gender through advocacy in
decision-making spaces.

level so that these occupied spaces are
real and that we are taken into account
and listened to, the aim of which is
to achieve a great transformation in
terms of our real participation.

We are convinced that with women’s
unity and joint struggle we will achieve
changes in our lives and will be able to
lead the transformation of our families,
community and country. These changes
are achieved through the openness of
the local government to listen to the
needs and demands of the population
and, specifically, to women. They are
also achieved through the intervention
and good governance of the current
administration at the national level,
enforcing the principles that govern
its government plan, such as the con-

struction of democracy,
and establishing equity
as a guiding principle of
public action.

We know that the current
government faces a pan-
orama [ull of tests and
critical challenges, but the opportuni-
ties for change are encouraging. Indeed,
eliminating gender inequalities in dif-
ferent areas offers us the possibility of
change and significant improvements
for the construction of a better future
in the lives of women and girls. To this
end, the government must guarantee
an independent and efficient judicial
system, creating strategies appropri-
ale to the demands and needs of the
population, starting with the renewal
of the Supreme Court of Justice, which
implies a long road ahead based on the
articulation of effort and cooperation
between women’s organizations and
civil society organizations, based on the
principle of complementarity, where
the full participation of indigenous
women is guaranteed. @
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THE NEW DEMOCRATIC
SPRINGTIME IN GUATEMALA
WITH CONSTANTLY INCREASING
OBSTACLES AND CHALLENGES FOR
INDIGENOUS WOMEN AND YOUTH

Strengthening the leadership capacities of indigenous
women and girls for their civic participation and social
organization are key to the prevention of violence and the
exercise of their sexual and reproductive rights.

22

his year was seen as a
great opportunity to ini-
tiate minimal but truly
structural changes that
would contribute to
tackling different social

Women participants of the
Political Training School in
Santa Cruz del Quiché.

problems such as impunity, corruption,
violence against women, freedom of
expression, persecution and criminal-
ization of human rights defenders, child
malnutrition, teenage pregnancies, pov-
erty and extreme poverty, among others.
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However, the government has been
hamstrung by various measures adopted
by Congress, the Public Prosecutor’s
Office, the Supreme Court of Justice
and the Constitutional Court, thereby
weakening the rule of law and
undermining human rights guarantees.

In these first 5 months of 2024 there
has been a window of opportunity for
rapprochement between civil society
and the executive body, as the politi-
cal will to open dialogue in which the
diverse demands and needs faced by
indigenous women in their territories
are presented, has become visible.
However, bureaucracy and the lack of
budgetary allocations for public poli-
cies aimed at guaranteeing a life free of
violence and the enjoyment of women’s
sexual and reproductive health, which
have also been lacking in previous pub-
lic administrations, mean that there is
currently no progress in political agen-
das promoted by indigenous women


https://www.facebook.com/asociacionixmukane

and young people. It is important to
mention that the current Guatemalan
government has a lower approval rat-
ing in Guatemalan society. This means
that people have stopped believing and
trusting because they do not see pos
sibilities and progress in the areas of
health, education and justice.

After the political and democratic in-
stability that the country went through,
provoked by the corrupt pact and in the
face of which the indigenous peoples
rose up for more than 106 days of re-
sistance, the importance of promot-
ing political training processes for
indigenous women, in which they can
strengthen their leadership, citizen
participation, organization and local
power, stands out.

Currently, the department of Quiché is
facing a setback in terms of access to
the national justice system, in particu-
lar the Defensoria de la Mujer Indigena
(DEMI). It does not have legal profes-
sionals who can represent women vic
tims of violence in judicial processes.
This leads to the abandonment of com-
plaints, lack of institutional credibility,
violation of rights and lack of protec-
tion for women and girls who are vic-
tims of violence, which has led to an
increase in the number of cases attend-
ed to and accompanied by Ixmukané
with the support of FOKUS.

A comprehensive approach to violence
against indigenous women in Quiché
continues to be an obstacle in the cur-
rent political situation. The statistics
portal of the Women’s Observatory of
the Public Prosecutor’s Office indicates
that in Quiché in 2024, out of every 10
complaints received, 6 were received
through the courts, 2 through the Public
Prosecutor’s Office and 2 through police
prevention. Likewise, 9 out of every 10
women victims are Mayan. The condi

tions of geographic coverage, quality

and warmth of care provided by justice
sector bodies continue to be challenging
for women survivors of violence.

The Ixmukané Association has strength-
ened the mechanisms of care and support
for indigenous women and girls so that
they can report any type of violence to
the official justice and indigenous bod-
ies. On the other hand, through training
processes, they have recognized that
violence is not normal and is not justi
fied. At the same time, the psychosocial
healing processes have allowed women
victims of violence to identify the emo-
tional and psychological traumas that,
as sequels of the different forms of vio-
lence they have experienced, negatively
affect the course of their lives.

The participation of women,

youth and adolescents
sustains peace and is

necessary for the positive
transformation of national
health and justice services.

With regard to the sexual and repro-
ductive health of women, youth and
adolescents, the hope is that with the
openness of the current government,
the political agenda of youth can move
forward in terms of demanding that
the current government of Guatemala
can update the National Plan for the
Prevention of Adolescent Pregnancy
(PLANEA) 2018-2022.

By 2022, Quiché registered 398 com-
plaints of sexual violence and by May
2024 it ranked fourth nationally with
2.168 cases of adolescent pregnancies.
At the departmental level, the public
health system continues to be precari-
ous in terms of quality, warm and cul-
turally relevant care for adolescents,
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youth and indigenous women who use
this public service.

In most of the municipalities of Quiché,
with the exception of the departmental
capital, there is an absence of friendly
spaces where comprehensive sexuality
education for women, youth and ado
lescents is addressed.

To prevent teenage pregnancies, as
well as early and forced unions, it is
important that adolescents and young
people have adequate and relevant in-
formation. Therefore, Ixmukané has
implemented an awareness-raising
process with adolescents and young
people in 5 municipalities of Quiché to
address sexual and reproductive rights
and the development of life plans.

Likewise, grandmother
midwives have lobbied
the Ministry of Public
Health and Social Assis-
tance for the follow-up
and monitoring of the
National Midwives Pol-
icy and its action plan,
which expires in 2025.
In this regard, the hope
is that with the new government
there will be political will to update
the policy, which will guarantee rec-
ognition, respect and dignity for the
grandmother midwives as legitimate
authorities and guardians of the
health of indigenous peoples.

For current governance, the next few
years will be crucial in order to define
the country’s course in terms of pre
venting violence against women and
girls, as well as guaranteeing their
sexual and reproductive rights. Let
us remember that the participation of
women, youth and adolescents sustains
peace and is necessary for the positive
transformation of national health and
justice services. @
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Palenquero women’s
collective Semillas de
Wiwa, Bolivar.
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AN ANTI-RACIST BET
THAT TRANSFORMS

The activism of Afro-descendant youth has persisted in the face of political junctures
and changes of government, mobilizing and creating strategies to address the
problems of structural and systemic racism. Based on two examples, the focus is on
the vitality of Afro-descendant youth organizations and their political commitment to

connect agendas from an anti-racist perspective.

hat country are
we in today? This
is certainly not an

rFonDO L AND easy question to
LUNARIA : .
LUNARIA FUND answer. Indeed, it
, is a question with different answers
7/
S depending on the place of enuncia-
tion of those who wish to answer it.
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Almost two years after the election of
Vice-President Francia Marquez and
President Gustavo Petro, the reluc-
tance of right-wing and far-right sec-
tors to an alternative government has
become even more evident. The posi-
tioning of fundamentalist discourse
and racist acts in response to a gov-


https://fondolunaria.org/

ernment that places dialogue around
reparations and the Colombian state’s
historical debt to ethnic peoples at the
centre of its agenda is striking.

If'anything has been made clear by the
racist insults directed at the vice-pres-
ident and the government’s policies, it
is the persistence of racism as a deeply
rooted ideology in Colombian society,
for which it is clearly uncomfortable
to see women and black people, such
as Francia Marquez and Minister Au

rora Vergara, in positions of power. In
the face of all the challenges imposed
by racism, the Afro-Colombian social
movement, particularly the youth, con-

tinue to demonstrate the strength of

their activism and, with it, the impor-
tance of continuing to build processes
that articulate, from the grassroots to
electoral politics, actions that guaran-
tee the enjoyment of rights and their
effective participation.

With the current government, we
have seen important advances in
the regulation of Chapters IV and V
of Law 70 of 1993, which recognizes
the collective ownership of land by
black, Afro-Colombian, Raizal and
Palenquero peoples. This is an area in
which, even 30 years later, the Colom-
bian state still owes a historical debt
to black communities. Likewise, in
terms of education, the development
of strategic plans with a territorial
approach that seek to promote access
to this fundamental right in majori-
ty Afro-Colombian territories where

the absence of the state in terms of

educational provision has until now
been the norm, stands out.

While these are great opportunities,
the agendas of the black, Afro-Colom
bian, Raizal and Palenquero move-

ments have not run out. As we pointed
out, racism, discrimination and racial
inequality continue to be major chal-
lenges for the organizations that have
persisted beyond the electoral changes
that, until this government, had not
been favourable to historical demands.
Just to point out a few things, racism
continues to affect Afro youth in their
permanence in education, continues to
claim lives as a result of racist police
violence, continues to be the basis of
stigmatization and stereotyping that
alfects their daily lives in different
areas and contexts, and limits oppor-
tunities in different contexts where
armed actors and illicit economies
take advantage of racist inequality to
recruit minors.

Afro-descendant youth
organizations carry out

actions that fight for &

society and a state capable

of combating racism.

Faced with these challenges, Afro-de
scendant youth organizations carry
out actions to fight for a society and
a state capable of combating racism.
For Palenquero women’s organiza-
tions, peacebuilding with gender
equality is fundamental. In this sense,
through their work they generate
spaces for collective participation
that involve young women, LGBTIQ+
people, institutions and other rele-
vant actors in dialogue processes for
peacebuilding in their territory.

On the other hand, on issues of sex-
ual and reproductive rights, Afro
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youth collectives call attention to
the urgency of decentralizing these
discussions, creating strategies with
a community and popular approach,
which counteract the barriers that
Afro women, transgender men,
transmasculine and non-binaries
AFAN (assigned female at birth) face
when seeking access to the right to
abortion in urban and rural con-
texts. They especially point out the
differentiated realities they face in
Afro-Colombian majority territories,
where health services are deficient,
which is evidence of the intersection
of structural racism and transphobia.

These two examples, which are not the
only ones, allow us to observe the im-
portance of Afro-descen-
dant youth organizations
as key actors that oxygen-
ate social movements with
discussions and actions at
the forefront of challenges
that have traditionally
been thought of as sep
arate agendas. These are
certainly fundamental for
imagining and creating
transformations that last
over time, especially because their
activism has persisted in different
political contexts and situations.

The organizations live not only be-
cause of their creativity and the
strength of their resistance to the
problems of structural and system
ic racism, but also because of their
awareness of the place they have the
right to occupy in this country as ac-
tors who mobilize and defend broad
and plural democracies, where the
dignity of black, Afro-Colombian,
Raizal and Palenquero communities
is the horizon. @
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WOMEN AND GIRLS IN

GUATEMALA ARE AN
INSPIRATION FOR WOMEN
IN OTHER LATITUDES

Ana Milena Gonzalez Valencia, Director of the Regional
Office in Latin America, interviews the Norwegian
Ambassador to Mexico and Central America, Ragnhild
Imerslund, in an interview that reveals her admiration
and recognition for the struggles of women and young

people in Guatemala.

FOKUS: How does the Norwegian
Embassy in Mexico and Central
America assess the possibilities
for advancing women’s rights
under the new government of Ber-
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nardo Arévalo and Karin Herrera
in Guatemala?

Ambassador Ragnhild Imerslund:
Norway and the Norwegian Embassy in
Mexico and Central America are very

PHOTOS:
EMBAJADA DE
NORUEGA EN
MEXICO Y CA

hopeful about the new government
of Arévalo and Herrera, after so many
years of great challenges in Guatema-
la and governments that did not really
prioritise human rights and women’s


https://www.facebook.com/fokuskvinner?locale=es_LA
https://www.fokuskvinner.no/colombia/

rights. We think that now we have, at
least, a government that is committed
to human rights and women’s rights.

We see this as an opportunity to
strengthen the rights of everyone in
Guatemala and improve the situation
for the population and democracy. We
feel that the new administration has very
clearly stated their commitment to these
issues and they have also been quite clear
in their commitment to gender equality
and the whole agenda of protecting de-
mocracy which, of course, also includes
the protection of human rights.

It gives us alot of hope and, at the same
time, we have to be realistic in the sense
that the challenges are very great. There
are many forces in Guatemala that are
going to continue working against the
government, and we also know that
many of the challenges in the country
are structural problems that cannot be
changed during a government cycle.
They are problems that require a con-
tinuous approach, so we also have to be
realistic, to understand what a govern-
ment can do in such a short period of
time, in this context and with so many
forces against it.

In Norway we are ready. We have sent
very clear messages and that is also
why we made the recent political visit
to show and confirm our commitment.
Furthermore, as you know, in Guate-
mala we are active through the United
Nations and Guatemalan civil society
so that they can work on the agenda of
women’s empowerment, the strength-
ening of democracy and social and
economic issues.

FOKUS: We also see this govern-
ment with alot of hope, but we also
share the idea that this hope has to
be moderate, because the expec-
tation cannot be fulfilled in such a
short period of time.

Madam Ambassador, Guatemala
has for the second time in its re-
publican life elected a vice-presi-
dent like Karin Herrera, who has
presented herself as a feminist
woman. Do you see this as a pos-
sibility to open the way for the
political participation of women,
not only mestizo women, but also
indigenous women, who make up
the largest percentage of Guate-
malan society?

RI: We know from our country’s experi-
ence that having women at the highest
level in politics is extremely important
in order to have a gender perspective in
all public policies. In my country we had
our [irst female prime minister in the
early eighties, Gro Harlem Brundtland.

At the same time, we have

to work with indigenous
women and girls so that they
can also be active in politics

and raise their voices.
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She showed the changes that women
can introduce in top positions and this
changed my country forever.

I think that having a female vice-pres-
ident in Guatemala, in a country that
is still very male chauvinist, is very
important in several ways. First, it
serves as a model for women and girls,
and it shows that the way is open for
positions at the highest levels also for
women, but most importantly, I think,
is that having women like Karin Her-
rera in government also changes the
content of politics and its priorities
and really is the way to ensure that
there is a gender perspective in all
public policies.

But again, we have to be
realistic, there is a say-
ing by the former pres-
ident of Chile Michelle
Bachelet: ‘If one woman
enters politics, women
change, if several women
enter politics, politics
changes’, so I think that
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one person alone cannot change
everything. It is necessary to have sev-
eral women in Guatemalan politics for
there to really be a change, and I am
very happy that Bernardo Arévalo and
his government have shown their com

mitment to have a parity government.
[ don’t know if they have achieved it at
the moment, but they are working on

FOKUS has played a crucial
role in promoting women’s
rights and gender equality

in Guatemala.

it. I think it is vital to understand that
one person cannot change everything,
that there must be several, but the ex-
ample of Karin Herrera is important
as a model for other women and girls
in Guatemala. At the same time, we
have to continue working at all levels
of society, because, for example, the
vice president does not represent the
indigenous peoples, she is not indige
nous. So, at the same time we have to
work with indigenous women and girls
so that they too can be active in politics
and raise their voices.
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In the recent visit to Guatemala in
June 2024, we met in Solola with
women from different sectors of soci
ety who have participated in the Unit
ed Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) trainings, which Norway sup-
ports. These trainings seek to make
models of women who participate
in politics visible so that the partici-
pants can meet people who
can advise them on how they
can advance their agendas.
I think this is very import-
ant to motivate them, to get
them involved in politics,
because participating in
politics has a cost and it is
even higher for women. So, having the
support of others is essential to stay
motivated and get involved.

FOKUS: In Guatemala we have two
programmes: one on Prevention
and Attention to Violence against
Women, Youth and Girls, and the
other on Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights, both of which
are very challenging to work on in
Guatemala. FOKUS has been sup-
porting organisations working on
these issues for a number of years.

Many of the partners have raised the
difficulties in advancing these two
programmes, as there are a series
of forces within society such as fun-
damentalism, male chauvinism and
certain logics that make this work
more difficult. However, these also
make it more necessary and we
would like to know what the agen-
da of Norway and the embassy is on
these two issues in Guatemala.

RI: First, the protection and promotion
of sexual and reproductive rights is a
priority of Norwegian foreign policy
and cooperation. We are committed to
leading globally on this issue with both
financial and political support, more at
the global level. In Guatemala, efforts
are channelled through the United Na-
tions Population Fund (UNFPA), which
is very active on these issues.

Firstly, in Guatemala it is important
to promote universal access to sexual
and reproductive health services, in-
cluding comprehensive education and
contraceptive methods. This should be
the priority. Secondly, programmes
that address the prevention of gen-
der-based violence are essential, for
example, having shelters and legal
assistance to victims, which we also
see here in Mexico as a very important
part of this work.

Finally, it is essential to support work
to strengthen the capacities of civil so-
ciety organisations that fight against
violence, the culture of male chauvin-
ism and that promote gender equality.
I believe, for example, that promoting
gender equality is something integral,
because if a woman is economically in-
dependent, it is much easier for her to
get out of a violent relationship, as it
happens everywhere in the world.

These are priority issues that we ad-
dress through our support to the UN
and also through our dialogue with the



f Tt oy axsr
{ Interview }

Guatemalan government, and through
our support to civil society organisa-
tions in Norway, such as FOKUS, we
also contribute to these issues.

FOKUS: In Norway we are a plat-
form of women’s civil society or-
ganisations that will be 30 years old
next year and the resources we re-
ceive, in the case of Guatemala, are
from the Norwegian Agency for De-
velopment Cooperation (NORAD).
How does the Embassy value the
presence of FOKUS in Guatemala?
RI: We greatly value the role of FOKUS
in Guatemala and as a platform for
women’s organisations in Norwegian
civil society. FOKUS has played a cru-
cial role in promoting women’s rights
and gender equality in Guatemala, as
well as in the collaboration and part-
nerships you have with Guatemalan
civil society, which allows for a deeper
understanding of the specific needs
and challenges faced by women in
Guatemala. For this reason, we great-
ly value the dialogue with you. The
analyses and your observations help

To all the women and girls
in Guatemala who fight
tirelessly for their rights, I
would like to send a message

women of the country
who throughout the ages
have shown their courage
and perseverance in all
the situations they have
faced yesterday and today.

of solidarity and admiration.

us in the dialogue with the Guatema-
lan government, because we know
that you are closer to the reality of
women in the country and we value
that enormously.

FOKUS: We would like you to leave
us a message for the Guatemalan
women and young girls who per-
severe every day in the pursuit of
their rights, and for the people who
read FOKUS Mujeres magazine.

RI: To all the women and young girls in
Guatemala, who fight tirelessly for their
rights, I would like to send a message
of solidarity and admiration. When we
talk about the situation in Guatemala
and the challenges that exist, we al-
ways end up talking about the strong

For me they are a source

of inspiration and hope,
and for all women in all latitudes of
the world. They have been an example
of the resilience they have shown in all
these years and in the way they have
organised themselves. They really are
very inspiring.

They also need to know that they are
not alone in this struggle, that they
have the support of the international
community and organisations that
promote women’s rights and gender
equality. The message is to keep raising
your voices, to keep telling your stories,
because this also motivates us, and so
we will never forget what we have left
to do in Guatemala. Even though there
is hope now, we know that we have a
long way to go. @
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The Mochilon de Cabuya, led by indigenous women from
the Sierra Nevada de Gonawindua, is the intercultural
dialogue that materializes with its ancestral legacy the
care for life and peace with nature.

or the indigenous peo-

ples of the Sierra Ne-

vada de Gonawindua,

peace is to be in har-

mony with all that

exists, material and im-
material. This is in order to fulfil the
mandates of their Law of Origin, which
goes beyond overcoming violence be
tween human beings, proposing the
restoration of imbalances to care for
life in its integrity through the system
of ancestral knowledge and practices,
in a profound relationship with water,
land and nature that opens as a teach-
ing to the world. It was recognized by
Unesco in 2022.

It is this millenary legacy that guides
and has allowed the weaving of the
Mochilon de Cabuya de Fique by in-
digenous women of the Sierra Neva-
da de Gonawindua since 2019, as an
intercultural peace agenda conceived
from their own as a harmonizing pro-
cess. This process gathers the histori-
cal journey of indigenous women and
is strengthened from the relationship
and spiritual support that each one has
with the Mother of Origin Seynekun,

whose codes give them the strength
and interconnection with the Territo-
ry-Body-Memory, where the peoples
of Abya Yala (America) build, keep and
transmit their ancestral wisdom.

Therefore, their leadership for the ful

filment of their role as caregivers of life
and cultural transmitters demands the
recognition and inclusion of other vi-
sions, cosmogonies and epistemologies,
not only of the conceptions of violence

and peace, but also of the spiritual, cul-
tural, organizational and political con-
tributions of the Kankuama, Arhuaca,
Wiwas and Koguis women. They de-
mand further progress in complemen-
tarity with men and in the collective as
apeople, for the exercise of self-govern-
ment, whose principles and spiritual
foundations are based on unity, terri
tory, culture and autonomy.

FOR
-AC

TEXT AND PHOTO:
KANKUAMO
INDIGENOUS
RESERVATION

—_—
'\.

it
ki fnﬁm-
ety st

Its relevance comes at a time when it
is becoming less and less viable to sus
tain life on the planet due to the wars
that are unabashedly being waged in
different latitudes, including the re-
surgence and reconfiguration of the
Colombian armed conflict which, once
again, is raging in this mountainous
region of the Caribbean. It contin-
ues to impose violence and fear as a
mechanism of control and
domination of the hege-
monic models of economic,
political and cultural power,
whose worst outcome is the
destruction and elimina-
tion of vast ecosystems that
today submerge us as hu-
manity in a climatic and civilizational
crisis. From the ancestral cosmovision
of the Sierra Nevada de Gonawindua,
this also represents an attack against
women as territory, which is reflected
in the rupture of this spiritual and cul
tural relationship with nature, whose
effects occur and are equated in the
bodies and memories of women, un-
derstood as gender-based violence.


https://cabildokankuamo.org/

The historic challenge of responding
to these crises in the midst of a gov-
ernment that proclaims Colombia to
the world as a “World Power of Life”
with the implementation of different
policies such as Total Peace, the Na-
tional Action Plan of Resolution 1325 of

2000, as well as proposals such as the
COP 16 World Summit on biodiversity,
places President Gustavo Petro Urrego
as a spokesperson and international
leader who calls on other nations to
de-escalate the war and develop sus-
tainable strategies in the face of glob-
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al warming. The Mochilon de Cabuya
de Fique emerges as a contribution to
this challenge not only as an intercul-
tural dialogue on the construction and
consolidation of peace in its model and
scope (thought), but also as a fabric of
territorial processes (practices) that
are being carried out for re-existence
and coexistence.

This has been possible with the ad-
vance of two stitches, one inward as a
contribution of indigenous women to
the reaffirmation, self-determination
and cultural re-contextualization for
the fulfilment of the mandates ol origin
in these times. This means nurturing
from the sowing, transmission and
spiritual sustenance with their commu-
nities of healing processes and for the
access to justice of the violence/dishar-
mony faced by women, girls and fami-
lies. These processes are advancing as
they grow stronger organizationally
and participate more and more with a
voice and vote in their own government
bodies, including their highest body, the
Territorial Council of Cabildos, where
they are now called upon because of the
value of their contributions.

It has been this strength that has al-
lowed us to advance in the second stitch,
outward as an indigenous movement
to weave alliances, to agree on joint
spokespersons for advocacy in other
initiatives of indigenous, peasant, Af-
ro-descendant and communal women,
who lead, among others, the Seymakan
Network, the Caribbean Women’s
Network and the National Network
of Indigenous Women, managing to
participate and influence national and
territorial public policies, but above all
to nurture the concept of peace based
on ancestral care and safeguarding
in a national conversation towards a
multi-ethnic and multicultural democ-
racy for Good Living. @
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FEMINIST PROPOSALS
AGAINST VIOLENCE

While violence is increasing and war is creeping into the
cities, the feminist gender proposals of “Conspirando por
la paz” (Conspiring for Peace) are making a strong impact

in the northern part of Cauca.

o TEXT AND
PHOTO: ESSAYS
FOR THE
Corporacion PROMOTION
ensayos OF POLITICAL
CULTURE

In the north of Cauca
we have already known
war, the time has come
to know peace”. This
powerful message is
repeated over and over
again from “Conspirando por la paz”,
an articulation where Nasa women,
black/afro-descendant women, peas-
ant women, signatories of the Final
Peace Agreement and LGTBI people
meet to analyse and build proposals
in the face of the latest events taking
place in the department of Cauca, in
general, and in the north of Cauca,
in particular.

(19

We know that the government of
Ivan Duque carried out his threat to
“shatter” the Final Peace Agreement
signed between the Colombian state
and the FARC in 2016. This trans-
formed the dynamics of the conflict,
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diversified the armed actors and de-
graded the logic of war.

Against this backdrop, the announce-
ment by the current government (led by
President Gustavo Petro and Vice-Pres-
ident Francia Marquez), to decree the
state policy of “Total Peace” was cru-
cial. Although in the territories we
have been able to feel the challenges
that this brings, we insist on the im-
portance of maintaining our conviction
of finding a negotiated solution to the
armed conflict.

In March 2024, following the assas-
sination of the mayor and indigenous
guard Carmelina Pavi by the EMC-
Farc (Estado Mayor Central - EMC),
confrontations between the armed
actors escalated, leading to a drastic
increase in human rights violations
and breaches of international hu-

manitarian law (IHL). The national
government suspended the ceasefire
with the Western Command in the
region of Narino, Cauca and Valle del
Cauca and, although talks with the
EMC continue, the prospects and in-
terests of maintaining peace in Cauca
are increasingly threatened. For this
reason, it is urgent that society as a
whole support this peace-building
proposal in order to confront those
who insist on taking away our right
to live in peace.

THE SITUATED
PERSPECTIVE AND
TERRITORIAL,
INTERETHNIC AND
INTERCULTURAL
FEMINISMS AS AXES
FOR PEACEBUILDING
We are tired of seeing our sons,
daughters, neighbours and relatives
disappearing, joining or being re-
cruited by armed groups, dying in
the midst of cruel confrontations,
selective assassinations and massa-
cres. For this reason, we have joined
together to create a space for inter
ethnic and intercultural
dialogue in order to draw
up regional proposals for
peacebuilding.

“Conspirando por la paz” is
a space in which we have
woven bonds of trust based
on the recognition of eth-
nic-racial, generational, gen-


https://www.corpoensayos.org/

der and sexual orientation diversity. For
this reason, our commitment to peace-
building is based on territorial, inter-
ethnic and intercultural feminisms.

We speak [rom here as a political com-
mitment of women and LGTBIQ+ people
to defend our territories and communi-
ties. For us, this horizon means the en-
counter between diverse conceptions of
the world from which we have woven
bridges of communication to transform
our individual, family, community, terri-
torial and Mother Earth lives.

In particular we have made progress
on proposals related to the necessary
guarantees for the participation of
women and LGBTIQ+ people in the
ongoing dialogue with armed actors,
as well as on urgent humanitarian
measures to de-escalate the armed
conflict that has worsened in our re-
gion. We have managed to diversify

“Conspirando por la paz”
discussion session in
Santander de Quilichao,
Cauca, May 2024.

and expand this space for dialogue,
debate and the construction of pro-
posals, to build trust and to position
our commitments in regional and
national decision-making scenarios.

The proposals of “Conspirando por la
paz” have reached ethnic-territorial au-
thorities, social organizations and insti-
tutions At a regional and national level,
and even the peace talks with the ELN
and the EMC-FARC. But there is still
much work to be done to gain leadership
spaces within peacebuilding processes.
We need more women and LGBTIQ+
people participating, influencing and
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making decisions in peace dialogue sce-
narios. Because peace without women
and LGBTIQ+ people does not happen!

What are our pillars of work? Although
we have structural propos-
als in order to achieve the
necessary transformations
for peacebuilding, due
to the worsening of the
armed conflict we have
concentrated on advancing
humanitarian proposals
that become gestures of

peace to de-escalate the armed conflict
and create a favourable environment for
the ongoing dialogues with the armed
actors. At this time, we see it as a priority
todemand that the armed actors stop the
recruitment of minors, promote human-
itarian guarantees for our communities,
provide information on missing persons
and demand the implementation of the
multilateral ceasefire.

For us, the commitment to “total peace”
must be a reality, we are committed to
surrounding all peace efforts, and we
are here to show that it is necessary and
possible to deepen the commitment to
build a policy of human security from
territorial, interethnic and intercultural
feminisms. For this reason, today we
want to insist that “the militarization
of life is not the way out”.

Questions, proposals, stories and ideas
are {lying back and forth. We want our
message to reach the country, all those
who embrace peace. We want our rejec-
tion of war and our proposals to build
peace to resound in all territories, in the
streets, in offices, in decision-making,
in the media, in social networks and in
public opinion.

That is why we are launching our bid
for peace from Cauca. Let Cauca, Co-
lombia and the world know that we are
here “conspiring for peace”. @
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JADACX PIYAN FO

The Women’s Network of the Cxhab Wala Kiwe (ACIN),
together with Codacop, is promoting the Jadacx Piyan
school on land and climate change for indigenous
women, a space for training and research on land

rights and climate change.

he Women’s Network of

the Cxhab Wala Kiwe

(ACIN), together with

Codacop, is promot-

ing the Jadacx Piyan

(learning together)
School of Land and Climate Change
for indigenous women, a space for
training and research on land rights
and climate change.

For indigenous women achieving
territorial peace means ensuring
women'’s full right to access and en-
joyment of the land and all its wealth,
a dream that has motivated initia-
tives such as the one that began in
2021. This initiative was to carry
out a participatory diagnosis of the
challenges faced by Nasa indigenous
women in relation to the use, enjoy-
ment and tenure of the land. Over
time, and due to the context and
needs of the territories, this initia-
tive was transformed into a school
of community research in which the
participants - especially indigenous
women - are trained as researchers.
It is they who document the reality
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based on methodological tools shared
and recreated in the training spaces,
designing a participatory research
experience together in which they
learn to research by researching.

The Jadacx Piyan School is an un-
precedented experience in the
women’s process and it has had a
significant impact on their lives as

women, community members and
leaders of the indigenous process. In
this school, the participants realized
that training as researchers and hav-
ing strategies to interpret reality is a
tool that empowers them and allows
them to reach political and organi-
zational spaces with arguments that

TEXT AND
PHOTO:
CODACOP -
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strengthen the exercise of demand-
ing full guarantees for the enjoyment
of the rights they have been denied,
such as access to land.

As the school has progressed and the
modules, research and training have
developed, the participants have or-
ganically found their own
pedagogical path, based on
the principles of “minga”
(community and collabo-
rative work). The school is
a collective, collaborative
construction in which the
findings dialogue harmoni-
ously with the experiences
and traditional knowledge.
It is precisely here where
the voices and knowledge of the
women guide the research process.
The new information, the knowledge
and skills that are acquired through-
out the training process, converses
with tradition and is projected in
practical and political exercises in
each of their territories; that is, in


http://www.codacop.org.co/

the different resguardos (indigenous
territories) that they inhabit. The
Jadacx Piyan School favours partic-
ipatory methodologies such as social
mapping, community workshops and
joint analyses of climate vulnerabili-
ties. These methodologies encourage
inclusive and contextualized research

processes, which ensure that capacity
and knowledge remain in place wher-
ever the school goes.

For indigenous women, advocacy - as
astep-by-step route - is local, region-
al, national and even international.
Creating and recreating the steps of
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advocacy has been a significant gain
for Nasa women, a product of these
years in which their voices have been
heard. A clear example of this is the
participation in the construction
and implementation of Resolution
1325, which recognizes the role of
indigenous women in peacebuild-
ing and security in their territories,
emphasizing the importance of their
participation in prevention, conflict
resolution and peacebuilding. Today,
indigenous women are preparing to
participate and bring their voices
and proposals to the United Nations
Conference on Biodiversity - COP 16,
in 2024, to be held in Cali (Colombia)
in October. This is an opportunity
to reach relevant spaces in order to
advance the implementation of the
goals proposed in the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, and to
strengthen their voices on environ-
mental and climate issues, especially
with regard to limited access to land
and its impact on climate change
mitigation and adaptation.

In conclusion, it is important to men-
tion that the responsibility for ad-
dressing these issues does not only
lie with women, as they have been
well assigned, but that their voices
need to be included in a general call
for climate justice and equity in envi-
ronmental and land policies. The Jad-
acx Piyan School enables indigenous
women to leverage their technical
capacities in research and influence
public policy. As the women mention,
“we have also had to include ourselves
in the research world to help build
Wet Wet Finsenxi (good living)”.

The continuity of these processes is
essential to face future challenges and
to strengthen the resilience and auton-
omy of Nasa women in their indigenous
communities in northern Cauca. @
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The Monitoring Committee for the Final Peace
Agreement in Montes de Maria welcomes the
incorporation of key provisions to guarantee the rights
of women and girls in different territorial development
plans in Bolivar, Sucre and Cordoba.

he Monitoring Commit-
tee for Gender Focused
Measures in Montes de
Maria was created the
18 March 2021 with the
aim of analyzing the
implementation of the gender focus
of the Final Peace Agreement from
a territorial and ethnic perspective.
Since then, two reports have been pro-
duced that allow us to reflect on the
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slowdown in the implementation of
the Final Peace Agreement and, with
it, the impossibility of overcoming the
impacts of the violence that particu-
larly affects women in the context of
the armed conflict.

Given the need to promote the adop-
tion of measures to guarantee the
implementation of the Final Peace
Agreement, the women leaders of

o AT
The Committee

is making
progress in the
implementation
of the Final Peace
Agreement.

ENT PLANS
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humaras

the Committee initiated an advocacy
strategy in 2023 with the objective of
promoting the adoption of measures
in favor of women’s rights, in particu-
lar the right to peace, in the Territorial
Development Plans (PDT). The advo-
cacy strategy included actions such as
bilateral meetings with officials from
the Mayor’s Office, the Governor’s Of-
fice, the Municipal Council and the De-
partmental Assembly. It also included


https://www.humanas.org.co/

constant dialogue with the Territorial
Planning Council and the government
advisory team, participation in public
hearings, presence in Council and As-
sembly sessions and delivery of docu-
ments with the women’s proposals.

The actions resulted in important vic-
tories in the municipal development
plans (PDM) in: Sampués (Sucre), San
Antonio de Palmito (Sucre), San Onof-
re (Sucre), Sincelejo (Sucre), Morroa
(Sucre), El Guamo (Bolivar), San Juan
de Nepomuceno (Bolivar), Cartagena
(Bolivar) and in the Departmental De-
velopment Plans of Bolivar and Sucre.

One of the most remarkable victories
isthat in all PDTs it is established that:

Inrelation to the right to alife free
of violence, the strengthening or
creation of women’s houses and
shelters for women victims of gen-
der-based violence (GBV), as well
as the promoting of training sce-
narios for the officials responsible
for the GBV care route, is included.

Inrelation to the right to economic
autonomy, measures were incor-
porated to advance the processes
of land titling and allocation of
productive projects for women.

In relation to the right to politi-
cal participation, the adoption of
measures to promote the political
participation of women and LGBTI
people was established. Final-
ly, measures for the creation and
functioning of the Peace Council
were identified, as well as the im-
plementation of collective repara-
tion plans with a gender focus.

It is important to highlight that the
PDM of Sampués identified the ob-
ligation to develop a strategy for the
implementation of the Final Peace

Agreement. The PDM of Sincelejo or-
dered the formulation of a public policy
to guarantee women’s sexual and re-
productive rights. The mayor’s office of
Cartagena set a goal of zero femicides.
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In light of these victories, the
Committee will soon hold a
discussion on the findings,
victories and challenges in
the Territorial Development
Plans with the authorities
responsible for their imple-
mentation. This is done with
the aim of promoting that of-
ficials have the political will
to move forward in guaran-
teeing women’s rights and
lay the foundations for over-
coming the armed conflict.
This in turn will lead to the
consolidation of democracy
and the transformation of
women’s lives.

There is no doubt that the

Committee is establishing it-

self'as a political force with the
capacity to advocate for what has been
agreed between the government and the
FARC-EP, and to guarantee the rights of
the women of Montes de Maria. @

—

The Committee
has been carryi

since 2023.
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This article presents
important contributions
from the effort
Cartographies for
Re-existence in the
Pacific Corridor for the
understanding of the
current national context.
It also presents some
coordinates for following
the paths that lead to the
construction of peace with
social justice in Colombia.
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artografia Sur has been
developing a series of
collective mappings
with a local and region-
al focus among women
and gender dissidents
called Cartografias parala Re-existen-
cia (Cartographies for Re-existence).
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After the configuration of the national
territory based on the dynamics of the
armed conflict in Colombia, the borders
offered by classical geography were
blurred by invisible borders. The geo-
politics of progress were transmuted
into corpographies of cruelty. Social
fabrics were broken and armed groups
bifurcated and specialized to such an
extent that even today they maintain
full control of the national territory.

With these antecedents still present,
and with the current scenario of a pro-
gressive government that places the
defence of life and the construction of
peace at the centre of its agenda, we
maintain the latent emergency of car-
rying out cartographic and mapping
processes from another perspective
that allows us, once again, to identify
these new configurations of the conflict
in Colombia. It allows us to recognize


https://www.facebook.com/Cartografiasur/

ourselves as an incident movement on
different territorial scales and to mark
a presence of women and gender-dis-
sident people in the national spatiality
that allows us to re-exist.

The purpose of this article is to share
some fundamental contributions to the
understanding of the current nation-
al context, as well as to outline some
coordinates for the paths that lead to
the construction of peace with social
justice for Colombia, specifically from
the cartographic perspective of women
and gender dissidents who are leaders
of the Pacific Corridor.

In the last decade, politics and the
media have focused their attention on
two of the most significant peace pro-
cesses in Colombia’s history, both in-
volving guerrilla groups active since the
1960s. The first process was the peace
talks between the national government
and the Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia-People’s Army (FARC-EP),
which began and culminated during
Juan Manuel Santos’ second term in
office. The second process, the dialogue
between the national government and
the National Liberation Army (ELN),
was also initiated by Santos, closed by
Ivan Duque and resumed under the
current government of Gustavo Petro
Urrego. Faced with these scenarios
of constant and intermittent war and
peace, what are the current territorial
realities identified in Cartographies for
Re-existence in the Pacific Corridor?

The failure to implement the Havana
Peace Accords has seriously affected
communities in rural territories that
saw in this agreement a possibility to
improve their living conditions. Fur-
thermore, with the FARC’s reincor-
poration, the territories occupied by
the guerrillas became disputed and
controlled by other armed groups, in
cluding FARC dissidents. These groups

have strongly harassed the communi
ties, going so far as to assassinate (on
17 March 2024), the Nasa indigenous
leader Carmelina Yule Pavi, who was
trying to recover a young Nasa boy
who had been recruited. This event
led President Gustavo Petro to decree
the suspension of the ceasefire with the
dissident group in Cauca.

In the mapping of the Pacific corridor,
emphasis was placed on the high pres-
ence of paramilitary structures, now
known as criminal gangs (bacrim),
which remain solid and are expanding
throughout the national territory in an
indiscriminate harassment of social
leaders. This is a latent and constant
risk to young people, a control over
local economies and a bloody mili-
tarization of daily life in the territories.
In June of this year (2024) the “Nation-
al mobilization for permanence in the
territories” took place, with actions in
Narino, Cauca and Valle del Cauca, in
which the communities declared a hu-
manitarian emergency and demanded
a change in the national security pol-
icy, protection for the communities, a
comprehensive reparation plan and
the dismantling of paramilitarism.

The mappings were recurrent: they
showed the differential impact on
women and young people in specific sit
uations such as sexual violence, forced
recruitment, the fracturing of family
nuclei and the transformation of the
lives of women who have had to become
mothers searching for the disappeared
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and mothers who are heads of families.
[t is also pointed out that the psychoso-
cial aspect has been damaged, and that
the figures of victims and the reports
presented are not sufficient to measure
the effects on the social fabric, as well as
on the bodies and lives of women and
young people in the territories.

Last but not least, there
are the findings present-
ed in the Cartographies
for Re-existence by trans
women who point to a
non-place in the nation-
al geography. Although
progress is being made
in terms of rights, the
transgender communi
ty continues to be made
invisible, and is heavily violated and
abused. They are mobilized on the
trails and in the nocturnal rhythms of
the countryside and the city. Given this,
there is aneed to strengthen education-
al and pedagogical processes in the face
of otherness. An example of the invisi-
bility of this community can be seen in
the current peace process between the
national government and the ELN, just
as an example of different scenarios of
peace building and national participa-
tion, where trans women are still not
recognized as [ull political subjects either
by the state, the guerrilla or the women’s
social movement itself. This presents
high gaps of inequality in participation
and differential recognition of the impact
of the conflict on their bodies and lives.

While the Cartographies for Re-exis
tence allow us to identify reconfigura
tions, current problems and to situate
ourselves in geopolitics and national
history, they also make it possible to de-
marcate routes and actions that enable
the social transformations we want, as
well as the active presence of women
and gender dissidents in the construc-
tion of a peaceful country. @
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ON GENDER

This article addresses the challenges and advances in
human rights and gender in Colombia, highlighting
the role of the gender approach and the importance of
strengthening leadership in contexts of violence and

transitional justice.

he last two years have

been a period of chang-

ing social, political

and security dynamics

throughout the coun-

try. Some departments
are in a socio-political and security
transition with disputes over terri-
torial control due to the intensity of
clashes between armed groups over
strategic zones. The post-agreement
scenario has led human rights organi-
zations to seek new forms of advocacy
and to establish strategic litigation
in order to achieve the fulfilment of
victims’ rights.

At Corporacion Juridica Yira Castro
(CJYC) we are aware that the objec-
tives of the transitional system of
the Final Peace Agreement are still
far from being achieved. However,
our work as a civil society organi-
zation must be closer to grassroots
organizations and accompanied
communities, in order to guarantee
the direct participation of victims in
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the Comprehensive System of Truth,
Justice, Reparation and Guarantees
of Non-Repetition. Recent advances
include the approval of the Statutory
Law on Agrarian and Rural Jurisdic-
tion and the declaration of the peas
antry as political subjects and rights
holders, laying the foundations for
agrarian reform and guaranteeing the
land and territorial rights of millions
of peasants.

The work carried out has made it pos-
sible to establish strategic litigation
with the participation of victims, pro-
moting judicial processes that seek to
clarify facts of forced displacement
and land dispossession. New leader-
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ship has been strengthened, especially
among women, children, adolescents
and youth (NNAJ), which has improved
the comprehensiveness of demands for
legal action and advocacy, incorporat
ing a focus on rights and gender. This
has resulted in favourable rulings, such
as those obtained by women land resti-
tution claimants.

The gender approach, applied transver-
sally in our activities, is a po-
litical and legal commitment
to justice, dignity, equality and
respect for all. Since the Law
1448 of 2011 came into force,
we have empowered women
victims of displacement and
dispossession in land restitu-
tion processes, seeking their
recognition as subjects of

rights and political actors.

The work with these populations is a
gradual process that seeks to empower
their voices, leadership and participa

tion. In the CJYC we have worked to


https://cjyiracastro.org.co/

raise awareness in order to strengthen
these communities in the future, re-
flected in their own advocacy spaces.
This work encompasses psychosocial,
political and personal levels.

CJYC implements psycho-legal ac

tions that advocate for the defence of
rights by strengthening the empow-
erment of communities of women
and girls, based on principles such
as action without harm and the con-
struction of tools that allow women
and girls to strengthen their vision of
themselves in order to achieve lead-
ership for the defence of their rights.

However, significant challenges re-
main, such as the re-signification
with the communities, which require
both external and internal processes
from the territorial context. Despite
the Final Peace Agreement, the pop-
ulations continue to be victims of new
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dissidence which limits the
impact of the work carried out.
This violence affects both the
public and personal spheres
and hinders progress in the
work with these populations.

In this way, we must continue

with awareness-raising pro-
cesses with women, children and
youth in order to achieve, in the fu-
ture, the construction and strength-
ening of leadership within their
communities. This is an extensive and
important task for progress towards
a stable and lasting peace. @
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WOMEN CONTINUE
O SUSTAIN ,
PEACE IN BOGOTA

In Bogota, in the face of the weak institutional
commitment to peace, popular and diverse women remain
determined to make it an urgent part of life in the city.
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n 2023, Bogota elected

a new mayor for four

years and this marked a

new moment for peace

and women’s lives in the

city. The new guidelines
are worrisome as they reveal a regres-
sion in women’s rights that had been
won in previous administrations, in-
cluding the right to peace.

At the beginning of the year 2024, wom-
en’s organisational processes in the city
and the Women’s Consultative Council
took the initiative to talk to the incom-
ing mayor in order to propose elements
to be taken into account in the new dis-
trict development plan, so that women
would not be left out of the new provi-
sions. Several advocacy days were held,
including actions with the Bogota Coun-
cil, which gives the final endorsement to
the District Development Plan (PDD).

When the new PDD was published,
the weak commitment to women and
peace was evident. Furthermore, al

though it is true that peace was in-
cluded in terms of attention to victims,
the connection with the processes of
restorative justice and memory, every-
thing that could be connected to the
national government’s proposals for
total peace, was excluded in the PDD.

Although the budget includes aspects
that cover the women’s sector, such
as the prevention of feminicides, the
strengthening of organizations, which
we can include, or the continuity of the
Manzanas del Cuidado, many other
things, such as strengthening women’s
political participation, the cultural pro-
cesses that are so urgent for Bogota to
be a truly inclusive, safe and peaceful
city for women, are far from the reali-
ties of the local territories.

All of the above has a significant impact
on the local development plans (LDP).

This is why, starting in 2024, another of
our actions was to get involved in their
formulations, as this is where we anchor
and draw attention to women’s political
work in the territories or localities.

Due to this context and the concerns
and urgencies that this generates, the
Centre for Promotion and Culture (CPC)
is implementing the project “Women’s
political participation and advocacy
weave diverse paths that strength
en peace”. This is financed by FOKUS
which, from their awareness of political
action as popular and diverse women,
seeks to strengthen links between or-
ganisational processes of women from

different parts of the city for the con-
struction of peace and reconciliation in
Bogota, from a collective commitment.
From this perspective, in many neigh-
bourhoods and scenes of the city, people
will continue to talk about peace. The
leaderships that make it possible will
continue to be recognized, local agendas
for peace will continue to be built, the
right of women to a peaceful city will
continue to be defended, debates and
discussions will continue to be held in
which we women continue to demand
the right to local political participation,
and in which we will continue to de-
mand that the city is in tune with the
debate on the need for the National Ac-
tion Plan (NAP) contained in Resolution
1325. Strengthening the organizational
fabric of grassroots women and their
political education is also on the hori-
zon. All of the above is an important step
forward, despite the current context.
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Our common commitment to peace is
alive because for women peace has no
age or time. Peace is an urgency of life.

While it is true that the National
Development Plan (NDP) sets out to-
wards the horizon of total peace as
a comprehensive process of change
towards a new country, the reality of
implementation is slow and some-
times unclear, as in the case of the
development of the NAP of Resolution
1325, as the measure par excellence
for women’s political participation in
the achievement of comprehensive
peace in the country.

It is an uncertain, complex
horizon, but we see it as an
opportunity to maintain a
critical interpretation of
what we are living through,
and what we have to do as
civil society and as a wom-
en’s movement. In this way,
each action we carry out be-
comes a pedagogical occa-
sion to assemble, to talk about peace
in the territories and to raise awareness
of the need for dialogue and negotia
tions with the armed groups that still
use weapons to demand and negotiate
their existence.

As women inhabitants of a city that
continues to host populations affected
by the persistence of an armed conflict
that continues unabated, we remain
steadfast in our demand for peace and,
for this reason, we continue to partici-
pate in the institutional and civil spaces
provided for this purpose.

The articulation of processes, politi-
cal training, advocacy, dialogues and
debates, contextual readings and tak-
ing care of each other will continue to
be the tools that we use to follow up
on the commitments agreed upon for
peacebuilding. &
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A WOMEN'S PATH TO PEACE

The Women's Schools are a formidable polyphonic space,
where women not only build themselves as social leaders,
but also as creators. That makes them free, supportive and
wise. We have been together for more than a year now,
creating, experimenting and socially projecting the plays,
performances and knowledge meetings. Both the processes
and the results are true discoveries.

n order to continue the

process initiated in 2023

with the project Ursulas

Polifonicas, mujeres li-

bres y sabias, it is nec-

essary to strengthen the
role of the women participants in the
environments they inhabit, and to ad
vance in the search to position the issues
of women, peace and security as central
to the country’s events and agenda.

With the background of the roads
travelled, the learning and achievements
made during the previous year, it is
essential to broaden the scope and
move forward in terms of political
advocacy and management required
for the sustainability of this space
for women’s empowerment, creation
and growth from the personal and
collective spheres.

The project is about each school, from
its eminently popular environment,
having an impact on its territory with
purposes that help to transform the
imaginaries of war into environmental
imaginaries of peace and coexistence.
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Colombia has been one of the coun-
tries that was hit the hardest by war
and violence. For decades, women
have been and are a part of the im-
mense number of victims of the so
cial and armed conlflict, as well as of
the historical scourge of male violence.
Therefore, the social and creative work
of these schools is absolutely neces-
sary and transformative.

It is about influencing peace. It is not
enough to carry out acts and events.
It is necessary to conceive culture and
education as transformers of reality.
That is why the schools, as well as con

tributing to the personal and collective
growth of their members, have set out
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to influence peacebuilding and the en-
vironment from a feminist perspective,
in each of their territories.

Likewise, we understand that we are not
in an era of change, but in a change of
era. The world is experiencing a crisis of
planetary dimensions that is bringing
humanity and nature to the brink of ex-
tinction. Progressive climate change and
escalating wars are symptoms that we
are reaching a civilisational crisis. This
crisis condenses the concentration of
patriarchal capitalist power as never be

fore. We are, as the teacher Rita Segato
wisely says, ‘in the stage of world domi-
nation’ This means that many women’s
gains are being taken away by authori-

tarian governments.

For this reason, now more
than ever, we women are
obliged, in addition to
defending and extending
our conquests, to fight for
the defence of life on the
planet, for the defence of
nature and for the defence
ol humanity.


https://corporacioncolombianadeteatro.com/

Examining the creative work that has
been done, we see how schools have
reached out to communities, seeking
not only to raise awareness of the need
for social change, but also to reach out
to people’s emotions. Art reaches other
areas that have to do with affection and
is a determining factor in the construc-
tion of social sensitivity.

Looking specifically at the schools we
can see how they have managed to have
an impact through national and local
work. One of them was the participa-
tion in the show Paz Haré La, a perfor-
mance with the participation of seventy
diverse women. It was carried out on
the basis of the schools, particularly
the one in Bogota. This performance
became a central event of the 8th of
March, a major advocacy for peace, with
the support of the Ministries of Culture
and Labour.

Each school is led by renowned women
artists. Behind each of the directors
there is an enormous amount of so-
cial and cultural leadership work. The
directors and coordinators of all the
processes are cultural leaders and art-
ists with decades of cultural and social
work. They have also put their spaces,
community venues and theatres at the
service of this project.

One of the schools is led by artists and
creators from Teatro La Mascara de Cali,
a group of women pioneers in theatre
with a gender perspective. It has been
operational for five decades and this
year the artists are working especially
on artistic creation, political advocacy
and ecofeminism.

The Escuela de Creadoras Salamandra,
also from Cali, has an enormous pro-
jection both in the city and in neigh-
bouring municipalities. It works with
the methodology of collective creation,
which is a system of group creation that
allows everyone to be the makers and
subjects of the works and processes.

The Bogota group works at the head-
quarters of the Corporacion Colombiana
de Teatro. It is the school with the lon
gest trajectory and in these five years it
has managed to influence peace. One of
its members has been a part of organisa-
tions that monitor compliance with the
agreements and another belongs to the
National Peace Council. The teachers
are artists with a systematic dedication.
This school constantly produces works
and performances and is present in so-
cial mobilisations in Bogota.

The Palma de Vino School in Galeras,
Sucre, is located in one of the most re-
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mote municipalities of Colombia, but at
the same time it has an extraordinary
cultural richness. This women'’s school
works with peasant women and young
people. It also has a seedbed of girls
with whom they develop a process of
artistic training with an emphasis on
music, weaving and live painting.

Finally, the Necocli School is located
in one of the municipalities hardest
hit by war and violence, which is now
a crossing point for thousands of mi-
grants from all over Latin America who
try to leave through the Darién jungles
to the United States. It operates in the
cultural centre El Totumo Encantado.

All the schools develop a unique work
related to their environment. At the same
time, they work on collective education
and advocacy. The integral approach of this
project, which combines artistic creation
with the strengthening of socio-emotional
skills, training in human rights with a
gender focus and eco-memory, allows
for a holistic approach to the various
dimensions that connect the issues of
women, security and peace. It is through
theatre, dance, music and poetry that it
is possible to hold increasingly warm and
close encounters, moments that foster
fertile dialogue and the exploration of
new forms of self-knowledge. Their own
history becomes the main reference for
creation. The method invites women to
go through their life history in different
ways and to identify emotions that have
been contained or repressed over time.
With the support of the collective they
can move towards the resignification
of their experiences and weave new
narratives. They can also stage their
testimonies of the most silent and daily
struggles, as well as the significant
and transforming ones. Performative
actions mobilise the senses, activate
the word and keep the issues current so
that no one should remain silent about
them again. @
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BEIJING AND BEYOND -

A

RULY GLOBAL

WOMEN'S MOVEMENT

The 1995 Beijing Conference inaugurated decades

of progress for women’s rights, but also mobilised
resistance to gender equality. Facing today’s challenges,
the women’s movement should look to the decisive role of
Latin America’s feminists on the international stage.

ultilateral conferences
can be frustrating af-
fairs, politicised, slow
and cautious. Any
women’s rights advo-
cate who has followed
negotiations at one of these large and
unwieldy events, where governments
haggle endlessly over outcome doc-
uments, will probably have asked
themselves: what’s the point?
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During negotiations, national priori-
ties often trump global concerns, and
there’s always a risk that searching
for compromises with actors resisting
gender equality will lead to diluted
declarations that remain unimple-
mented. So, while arenas such as the
Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW) are undoubtedly great oppor-
tunities for feminists to learn from
each other and build networks, does it
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really matter what ends up in the out-
come declarations? Of course it does.

‘WOMEN’S RIGHTS

ARE HUMAN RIGHTSY’
Consider the Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action, unanimously ad-
opted by 189 countries in 1995. This
astounding consensus is even more
remarkable as the documents both
consolidated gains for women but also
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laid out a radical and practical agenda,
making it clear once and for all that
“women’s rights are human rights, and
human rights are women’s rights”.

While this clarion call was made fa-
mous by Hillary Clinton’s address at
the conference, it is less known that
the slogan had been used in Latin
America for decades, for instance
in campaigns to recognise GBV as a
human rights violation.! This is just
one example of a larger trend: that
the contributions of Southern femi
nists to international gender equality
norms have been obscured.

Women'srights were first internationally
recognised in the UN Charter. However,
the draft did not mention women;
reference in the final version to the
“equal rights of men and women” is
due to persistent advocacy by Latin
American women delegates at the UN’s
founding conference. Similarly, inclusion
of non-discrimination based on sex was
proposed by Brazil, Uruguay, Mexico and
the Dominican Republic.

Out of only four women signatories,
Bertha Lutz from Brazil and Minerva
Bernardino from the Dominican Re-
public led the fight for gender equal-
ity. In fact, many western delegates
resisted it — a story rarely told, even in
the UN’s own accounts.? But overlook-
ing the agency of non-western femi-
nists is more than historical neglect,
it also weakens the development of a
truly global women’s movement.

1 Marino, K. (2022) “From women’s rights to human
rights: The influence of Pan-American feminism
on the United Nations™

2 Dietrichson, E. and Sator, F: (2022): “The Latin
American women: How they shaped the UN Char-
ter and why Southern agency is forgotten™.

THE ACHIEVEMENTS

OF THE BEIJING
CONFERENCE

Fast forward to 1995 and the 4" (and
last!) World Conference on Women.
In Beijing, 17000 delegates with an
additional 30000 activists convened;
the radical declaration, as mentioned,
was unanimously adopted. No wonder
the conference sparked an era of op-
timism and impatience.

The Beijing Platform

marked a breakthrough in
addressing controversial

issues, particularly
reproductive rights.

The conference adopted a broad,
non-reductionist approach to wom-
en’s issues, which helped make gender
equality an integral part of all policy
areas. In fact, the Platform for Action
played a crucial role in promoting the
concept of gender mainstreaming, a
strategy that seeks to integrate gender
perspectives into all aspects of policy-
making to achieve gender equality.

The Platform for Action defined twelve
areas of concern, among them women
in armed conflict, poverty, media and
the environment. Notably, the con
ference marked a breakthrough in
addressing controversial issues, par-
ticularly reproductive rights, including
access to contraception and safe abor-
tion, which made possible the progress
made over the past decades.

VICTIM OF ITS

OWN SUCCESS?

The successes of Beijing also mobilised
conservative and religious groups op-
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posing gender equality, who've labelled
it a threat against the natural order and
a concept imposed by the west. But it
was the contributions of women dele-
gates from Latin America that ensured
inclusion of women’s rights in the UN
Charter - the claim that gender equali-
ty is a neocolonial norm simply doesn’t
hold up to scrutiny.

And as today these regressive fore-
es intensify their campaigns against
the rights of women and
sexual minorities across
the globe, Latin Amer-
ican activists continue
to conduct some of the
most groundbreaking
campaigns for gender
equality, whether on
reproductive health,
LGBTQ orintersectionality. This must
be highlighted, so we can learn from
the strength of collective action in the
region. This is where the pioneers are.
This is where it originated.

In 2025, the Beijing Platform for Action
will be reviewed at the 69" CSW (also
established thanks to Latin America’s
trailblazing feminists). Here too, oppo-
nents of women’s rights will be active
and rehash false claims that silence the
historical agency of women from the
south. So, as we continue the struggle
for women’s rights both at the grass-
roots and in the halls of power, let’s re
call the work of Lutz, Bernardino and
the pioneers of Latin America. @
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